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LECTURES: 

Sanderien Verstappen, (University of Vienna) 

Cycling Together/Bersepeda Bersama: Mobility, Mediation, and Ways of Knowing in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

Cycling is internationally promoted as a transport solution that will help us to tackle the urgent 

challenge of climate change by reducing CO2 emissions. When city leaders build new bicycle 

infrastructure, they are however often confronted with oppositional responses: from 

concerned residents (“bikelash”) but also from critical social scientists, who have signaled that 

the measures taken to support cycling may reproduce or even aggravate social inequalities in 

the city. In the Global South, critical scholars and activists have warned against the risk of 

reiterating Eurocentric colonial patters of development, which happens if solutions that have 

been developed in European cities (such as bike lanes from Amsterdam) are adopted in other 

cities of the world without carefully considering the local circumstances and needs of people 

who live in those cities.  

The new research project Cycling Together/Bersepeda Bersama: Mobility, Mediation, and 

Ways of Knowing in Yogyakarta, Indonesia responds to this last set of critiques. It expands 

cycling research to Indonesia, a country where different groups try to make cities safer and 

more appealing for cycling despite the challenges presented by the tropical climate, social 

stigmatization, and an increasing planning focus on motorized transport. Importantly, the 

project focusses on the perspectives of the people who cycle as the experts of their own city, 

thus going beyond the mere transfer or adaption of European models, while also 

acknowledging cyclists’ embedding in translocal networks of knowledge exchange, for 
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example through their digital media practices. We explore bicyclists’ situated, embodied 

engagement with the city as well as their digital relatedness through usage of smartphone 

apps and other digital technologies, and we explicitly address the social and digital inequalities 

involved by including cyclists from both middle-class and lower-income households in the 

research. In the end we will summarize the creative ideas cyclists articulate for making their 

city more cyclable and organize discussions with local and international stakeholders.  

The project is funded by the by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 10.55776/PAT1408925. It is 

carried out by researchers at the University of Vienna and the Gadjah Mada University in 

Yogyakarta. 

 

Rajko Muršič (University of Ljubljana) 

Ethnology, the Heart of Anthropology, as Seen from Marginalised Province to global 

Non-Aligned World and, finally, into Eurocentric Nowhere 

Continental ethnology was born from “Volksbeschreibung” in the late 1730s, conducted in 

Russian far east. Stemming from state statistics, developed in the late 18th century, primarily 

in the Habsburg Empire, and from Herderian impulse in searching for the “spirit of the people” 

in the early 19th century, it developed locally. In Slovenian-speaking provincial parts of 

Austrian and Hungarian empire it developed in the late 19th century as a part of Slavic studies.  

After publication of the first journals (The Journal of History and Ethnography in 1904; 

Ethnologist in 1926), establishment of the Slovene Ethnographic Museum (1923), and its 

establishment as an academic discipline (1919/1940), it became independent field of 

knowledge and expertise only after WW2. In the 1960s, Yugoslavia became one of the leaders 

in the Non-Aligned Movement of the third world countries. It did not affect ethnology as much 

as we would expect but nevertheless marked the discipline open to the world. 

After the fall of self-management socialism, and especially after joining the EU (2004), 

ethnology, recently re-anthropologised, was developing in the new frame. The term 

anthropology almost replaced ethnology, even though ethnology as a core anthropological 

discipline is almost two centuries older than sociocultural anthropology. 

Which kind of scholarship and science we are talking about? Since its very beginnings, it was 

a bourgeois discipline, and despite some exceptions it remained such. This is the reason that 

ethnologists/anthropologists were predominantly liberals, with some leftists and rightists 

among them. This is the most critical point we should take into consideration discussing the 

status of the discipline in newly-polarised world. The author will critically assess 

decolonisation of the discipline, considering how much the discipline is still self-marginalising, 

stuck into the “savage slot”. He will present some critical views of the Radical Anthropology 

Group, especially warnings expressed by Chris Knight that the main aim of liberal anthropology 

throughout the last century was to deny and ridicule Engels’ elaboration of “primitive 

communism”. 
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There are three main issues to address after this “radical” criticism: standardisation of 

ethnographic practice and issues; standardisation of its disciplinary language, i.e., English, with 

its inherited colonial expressions; and its positioning among other fields of knowledge, not 

only among other social sciences and humanities. 

 

Bruna Alvarez Mora (Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona) 

Researching Childhood Sexuality in a Polarized World: Methodological and Ethical 

Challenges 

Research on childhood sexuality is particularly sensitive in Spain (Alvarez et al., 2022), and 

conducting it in a polarized context poses specific difficulties. Drawing on a materialist feminist 

framework, we understand sexuality as a discursive-material assemblage (Barad, 2007) where 

human and more-than-human elements intra-act to produce sexual capacities in bodies (Fox 

& Alldred, 2013). This perspective challenges adult-centric views and recognises children as 

active producers –“doer and knower” (Robinson & Osgood, 2019) and of their own cultural 

worlds (Marre, 2014). 

We present methodological and ethical reflections from SexAFIN, an ethnographic study that 

began in 2017, and since 2025 have talked with over 5,600 children aged 3–11 in Barcelona's 

province. From a situated feminist ethics, we address three central dilemmas: first, the 

negotiation of dynamic and revisable informed consent, which included not only families and 

schools but also children themselves. Second, the management of our positionality—as adults, 

cisgender women, white individuals, and researchers— recognizing that we were an active 

part of the assemblage and that our methods were performative (Law, 2004), co-producing 

data together with children. Third, the challenges of dissemination and representation, 

seeking ways to return knowledge in an accessible and respectful manner, avoiding adult-

centric approaches. We conclude that researching from a feminist perspective with children 

in a polarised world demands constant ethical and methodological revision, as well as 

recognizing the role of children in the production of knowledge about sexuality. 

 

Marie-Pierre Gibert (Université Lumière Lyon 2) 

“Should I stay or should I go?”* Researching in, and teaching about, a conflictual 

political context 

“There is nothing to teach about, this country doesn’t exist” told me once a colleague to whom 

I was suggesting I could teach one session on Israel within his course on the Middle East. 

Looking back at it, I think that it was a joke, but only partly, as it is somewhat symptomatic of 

some of the difficulties arising from the fact that I am (or was) conducting anthropological 

research in and about Israel. 
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This talk intends to unravel intertwined layers of reflexivity issuing from being a researcher 

and a teacher specialised on a country the government of which is increasingly involved into 

a polarisation of the world. How one manages, as a human being, a researcher, an academic, 

and a teacher when it comes to an anthropology in and about such a country? Can you just 

stop doing so - or not even starting it - because you disagree with the political situation? Isn’t 

anthropology supposed to study everything, everyone and everywhere, without judging, no 

matter what one personally thinks of the situation? Dilemmas, self-censorship, amazement, 

discouragement, horror, ambivalence, friendship, disgust, deception, joy, frustration, anger… 

are some of the situations and feelings arising from being a researcher studying on the “wrong 

side” of a polarised world. 

*The Clash, 1982 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 

Filip Marko Srdić (University of Ljubljana), Solidarity in a Polarized World: Everyday 

Cooperation, Post-Yugoslav Migrant Networks, and Urban Life in Vienna 

This presentation explores how solidaristic practices are organized and negotiated within 

post-Yugoslav migrant networks in Vienna, focusing on the relationship between everyday 

cooperation and enduring political, national, and ideological divisions. The research examines 

how people create and maintain practical forms of solidarity through shared housing 

arrangements, informal support networks, resource-sharing, and everyday routines of care 

and cooperation. 

Rather than assuming solidarity as a coherent or politically unified practice, the project 

approaches it as fragile, situational, and often internally contradictory. In many cases, 

everyday cooperation may coexist with unresolved historical tensions, conflicting national 

narratives, depoliticized forms of interaction, or selectively avoided political topics. The 

research therefore asks where solidarity succeeds in bridging fragmentation, where it breaks 

down, and how social actors themselves negotiate the boundaries between coexistence, 

belonging, and political difference. 

Methodologically, the project is based on ethnographic fieldwork, including participant 

observation and semi-structured interviews conducted in Vienna.  

By focusing on the ambivalent relationship between solidarity and polarization in everyday 

urban life, the presentation reflects on broader anthropological questions concerning 

coexistence, fragmentation, and the practical management of difference in contemporary 

Europe. 
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Hatice Kübra Öz (AMU), After Crossing the Border: Community Sponsorship and Refugee 

Integration in Vienna 

This thesis explores community sponsorship and grassroots support initiatives for refugees in 

Vienna. In recent years, community-based forms of support have emerged as an alternative 

or complementary approach to state-led integration policies. Unlike institutional reception 

systems, community sponsorship focuses on everyday forms of assistance such as language 

support, help with bureaucracy, and social inclusion provided by local volunteers and civil 

society actors. 

The research aims to investigate how refugees experience integration processes in Vienna and 

what kinds of challenges they face in their everyday lives. It also examines how local 

communities participate in refugee support and how these practices shape refugees’ sense of 

belonging and inclusion. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between 

grassroots solidarity initiatives and broader migration and integration policies in Austria. The 

thesis may also explore how ideas of deservingness influence support practices and public 

attitudes towards refugees. 

The study will be based on ethnographic fieldwork and participant observation conducted 

within a community sponsorship or refugee support initiative in Vienna. By focusing on 

everyday interactions between refugees and local communities, the research aims to 

contribute to anthropological discussions on migration, integration, solidarity, and belonging. 

 

Tobias Schanderl (University of Vienna), Postcolonial claims: Forced migration and 

deservingness as a continuation of colonial orders 

Contemporary European asylum systems, as well as the Geneva Refugee Convention, were 

developed in the aftermath of the Second World War, a period in which displacement 

primarily affected White European populations. Today, the majority of refugees and migrants 

arriving in Europe are non-White individuals seeking protection or improved life 

opportunities. In this sense, it can be argued that former colonial subjects are now migrating 

to former colonial “mother countries” in an attempt to access wealth and security that were 

historically accumulated through colonial exploitation. From this perspective, colonialism, its 

enduring legacies, and the current neoliberal capitalist system can be understood as key 

structural drivers of forced migration. 

My master’s thesis will focus on forced migration and the concept of deservingness from a 

decolonial perspective. Its aim is to analyse how migrants are constructed as deserving or 

undeserving, with particular attention to non-White migrants in Germany, Switzerland, and 

Austria, that is, within a German-speaking context. Central to this research is the question of 

how strongly skin colour, racialised stereotypes, and other forms of “othering” influence 

whether a person is perceived as worthy of acceptance into society or of acquiring citizenship. 

This analysis will be grounded in a decolonial framework in order to examine the relationship 

between racialisation and the attribution of non-deservingness. The draft research question 
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which should be answered is: In what ways do colonial legacies and racialised forms of 

othering influence perceptions of deservingness among forced migrants in German-speaking 

Europe? 

 

Ismail Göktuğ Bayır (AMU), Identity Construction among Turkish in Balve 

This research studies the identity formation process of Turkish people in Balve. The reason 

Germany, and specifically the district of Balve, is chosen for this research is that Balve is a 

town with a high concentration of Turkish-German residents, encompassing Turkish 

immigrants from the first to the third generation. This city is a wonderful place because it's a 

blend of German and Turkish culture, with Turkish traditions and German culture all gathered 

in one small area. There are mosques, Turkish markets, tea houses, and institutions involved 

in Turkish charities. All these settings, and this area where German people and the first, 

second, and third generations of Turkish people live together, presented me with an ideal 

place for my research. Looking at the historical background, this region began hosting Turks 

in the 1970s. The people referred to as the first generation of Turkish population came here 

as a result of an agreement between the German and Turkish states to meet the German 

government's labor needs. Although my research in this region focuses on a small town, it 

actually represents the cultural situation of Turks throughout Germany. The subject and 

theme of my research is that the Turkish migrants living in Balve feel neither a sense of 

belonging to Turkish culture nor, more precisely, to German culture. I want to evaluate culture 

and identity within a single context and proceed with my research accordingly. The identity 

constructions found in this region can be described as contemporary representations of 

identities. Therefore, we cannot ignore the cultural complexity and inherent ambiguity of 

identity (Hannerz, 1992). Identity is shaped within culture, and culture, due to its complex 

structure and the demands of a global world, changes and evolves. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 

1. How do identity negotiation emerge in relation to concrete social situations such as 

family gatherings, peer interaction, or institutional encounters (e.g. school, work)? 

2. How do small public spaces in this town, such as tea houses and Turkish charities, 

influence the identity construction of Turkish immigrants? 

 

Tine Košiček (University of Ljubljana), Use of the lowest frequencies from a soundsystem to 

influence space and the people in it 

I am exploring the alternative use of otherwise relatively traditional soundsystem culture, so 

some questions about polarization should also be raised. Soundsystem culture originates from 

Jamaica, where the popularity grew from the 1950’s on. It is intertwined with the culture of 

rastafarianism with predominant music played on the soundystems being reggae, roots and 

dub. 
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Since then, the form of playing this music and overall the style of events hasn’t changed much, 

the soundsystems used for this kind of music are specific and made specially for that heavy 

bassline driven music. That being said, also today, soundsystem owners almost religiously still 

follow these unwritten rules of “reggae parties” and rastafarianism. 

After attending quite a few of these events it made me realize that these impressive walls of 

sound are most of the time not used in their full capacities, leaving a lot of space for 

experimenting with them and options for deviating from this classical sound you hear most of 

the time. We can say that the rastafarian culture is radical in its essence with its liberal critical 

political insights, but at the same time often conservative with their forms of expression. It is 

exactly this that I’m trying to expand with experimentation of soundsystem “friendly” sounds, 

so the goal is also introduction of soundsystem use to the wider spread population, which is 

not in anyway related to the reggae and rastafarian culture. My work includes building and 

experimenting with my own soundsystem. 

 

Laël (Léna) Roussin (Univeristé Lyon 2 Lumière), Mind the gap (if you can): Sensory and 

cognitive (in)accessibility in Dublin's public transport 

I don’t want to be watched while I’m struggling.” My thesis argues that sensory and cognitive 

exclusion are built into the fabric of public transport. Public transport assumes a neurotypical 

body. But what happens when it doesn’t fit? In order to conduct my research I will use what 

we can call urban sensory anthropology. Now, after few months of fieldwork in Dublin, I am 

walking real journeys with seven anonymous neurodivergent participants. Together, we map 

their commutes, annotate where it's too loud, where they hide, where they breathe again. My 

research asks: how do neurodivergent people navigate a system not built for them? And what 

do their tactics like counting beeps or memorising backup routes reveal about the hidden 

norms of the city? This research is also personal. I am neurodivergent, and I know what it feels 

like to be undone by the transport system (the flickering lights, the beeping doors, the TikTok 

on loop at a high volume, the crowd) In a polarized world that divides the "able" from the 

"disabled," this is my attempt to listen to those who fall through the cracks. 

 

Carolina Cunqueiro Rivadas (UAB), Negotiating Identity in a Polarized World: Female Long-

Distance Truck Drivers in European Non-Places 

In an increasingly polarized world, the power relations and subjectivities of the individuals 

materialize distinctively when they must inhabit liminal contexts. In our liquid society, labour 

mobility presents itself as an ever-growing trend whose ultimate exponents are the itinerant 

workers who live to supply our consumption needs. Examining how female long-distance truck 

drivers negotiate their identity, this research analyses how the world is changing within 

growing social divisions and rising precariousness. In this manner, the focus on the 

intersection of gender, class and mobility in “non-places” allows us to understand the danger 

that these figures have to face to survive in a sector dominated by traditional masculinities. In 
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the same way, it shows how their perceived “otherness” can contribute to the visibility of 

those who inhabit the margins of the European social and labor structure. This research 

constitutes my thesis project, employing audiovisual methods to document their living 

conditions and provide a direct ethnographic understanding of their realities. By capturing 

their daily life, the project aims to help in the comprehension of the reality that stands in 

contrast to the affluent domesticity of consumers tracking their deliveries from their homes, 

thereby exposing the human cost of our global economy. 

 

Astrid Vončina (University of Ljubljana), Political participation of women in Mongolia 

In my thesis the aim is to explore the dynamics of gender power relations in Mongolia through 

feminist ideas, in particular the focus of the thesis will be on women organisations and the 

political participation of women in contemporary Mongolia, while taking into the 

consideration the long and dynamic process of political discussion of women’s role in society 

that has been marked by different political ideas and systems. Living in the divided and 

polarized world of today, I believe anthropology can play a key role in bringing together 

different stories, both global and local perspectives, and bridging the gap between conflicting 

narratives. I am interested in how women perceive their own agency and their experiences in 

politics and the public sphere. I will explore their ideas of feminisms, their conception of 

female empowerment and gender equality. The goal is to understand how they perceive 

potential barriers and/or advantages women face in politics and public space due to their 

gender. Methodologically and analytically, I will take inspiration from similar research done 

on feminism and feminist political movements in former Yugoslavian countries and the 

discourse of local vs. western feminism. 

 

Mailys Tournon (Université Lumière Lyon 2), Building a sense of ‘home’ in a temporary 

space: observations in receptioncentre in Austria 

Refugee studies tend to focus on displacement and vulnerability, often framing uncertainty 

primarily through the experience of refugee camps. In my master’s research, I question the 

temporary and uncertain nature of reception centres for asylum seekers. I critically examine 

the asylum procedure related to housing by conceptualizing uncertainty as structurally 

produced by the asylum process, rather than as an inherent condition of asylum seekers 

themselves. More specifically, I investigate how housing policies, prolonged waiting periods, 

and restricted rights shape experiences of temporariness and possibilities for settlement over 

time. 

Research question: How and to what extent can housing assigned to asylum seekers transform 

from a temporary space into a place of familiarity?  

I explore how prolonged uncertainty and extended waiting periods may also create conditions 

for constructing a sense of “home”, understood not only as a material place but also as a set 
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of interpersonal relationships (Jackson 1995). This research is based on several months of 

fieldwork in a reception centre, where I plan to conduct observations through volunteering, 

participation in everyday activities, as well as in-depth interviews with residents living in 

reception centres in Austria. 

 

Ewa Lewandowska (AMU), Relatedness in Late Life: A Case Study of Shared Living among 

Older Adults in Vienna 

While forming meaningful social relations is vital throughout our lifespan, it has particular 

relevance in old age. Later life is often marked by transformations in social and kinship 

relations due to changes such as children leaving home, retirement, health-related limitations, 

and the death of relatives or friends. Seniors find support and care through relationships 

created beyond consanguineal and affinal ties – generated by processes of living together, 

sharing, and experiencing emotions toward others. Drawing on the relatedness theory within 

kinship studies1, the research focuses on the processes by which older adults come to be 

related to one another through day-to-day practices living in a shared independent 

Wohngemeinschaft (WG2) flat in Vienna – a housing arrangement where several co-residents, 

usually unrelated by consanguineal or affinal ties, live together in the same apartment. In later 

life, living arrangements represent an important social context – one that relates to 

opportunities for social integration, perceived quality of life, and a sense of well-being. The 

ethnographic case study draws on participant observation, in-depth interviews, and 

genealogical method to trace the kinship networks, examine the ways of creating kinship 

between the residents through everyday expectations and practices, as well as analyse their 

interactions with the external community. This study provides context-specific data on 

kinship, care, and belonging among older adults, contributing to the anthropological 

discussion on kinship. 

 

Dawalamu Dawalamu (University of Bern) Contractual Romance: Reimagining Intimacy and 

the "Motherhood Penalty" among High-Educated Women in Urban China  

In a polarized social landscape where the "Educational Utopia" of high-achieving women 

clashes with the "Social Realignment" of traditional family expectations, China’s urban centers 

are witnessing a profound shift in reproductive behavior. With the female postgraduate ratio 

reaching 52.8% by 2026, yet the Total Fertility Rate plummeting to 0.95, a clear disconnect 

has emerged between academic investment and the structural "motherhood penalty".  

                                                           
1 Carsten, J. (2000). Cultures of Relatedness: New Approaches to the Study of Kinship. Cambridge University 
Press. 
2 Wohngemeinschaft (WG): A German term for a shared living arrangement or flat share. WG functions as a 
distinct socio-spatial unit where co-residents share rent, household responsibilities, and communal areas 
(kitchen, bathroom) while maintaining private bedrooms. 
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This presentation explores how high-educated women navigate this polarization through 

"Contractual Romance"—a transactional and risk-free form of intimacy found in Otome games 

and commissioned dating with female cosplayers. Rather than viewing these as mere 

escapism, I analyze them as cultural practices that influence modern notions of intimacy. By 

shifting the focus to these simulated relationships, the research investigates how women 

strategically redefine heteronormative ideals to protect their autonomy against the "Urban 

Silence" and the domestic demands of intensive motherhood.  

This project contributes to media anthropology by examining how virtual and commissioned 

spaces allow for the reimagining of motherhood and family life in an increasingly polarized 

world. 

 

Ayazhan Zhangabay (AMU), The Social Role of “Kelin” in Kazakh Society: A Comparative 

Study Across Three Generation 

This thesis explores how the role of the kelin (daughter-in-law) is being transformed in 

contemporary Kazakhstan in the context of broader social and cultural change. Traditionally, 

the kelin has been associated with domestic labor, caregiving, obedience, and adaptation to 

the husband’s family. However, processes such as urbanization, higher education, women’s 

employment, globalization, and the growing influence of social media have begun to reshape 

expectations surrounding marriage and family life. 

The research investigates how women negotiate traditional family expectations alongside 

contemporary aspirations related to work, education, personal autonomy, and nuclear family 

life. The study focuses primarily on Almaty and surrounding regions while also including 

participants originally from southern (Shymkent city) and western (Aktau city) Kazakhstan in 

order to examine regional and generational differences in experiences of kelinhood. 

The main research questions ask how daughters-in-law experience and negotiate family 

expectations, how ideas about gender and kinship are changing, and how mothers-in-law and 

other family members perceive these transformations. The project is grounded in feminist 

anthropology and kinship studies, particularly discussions of gendered labor, care, 

intergenerational authority, and post-socialist social change. 

Methodologically, the thesis uses a qualitative ethnographic approach based on semi-

structured interviews, personal narratives, and analysis of social media discourse. The study 

aims to contribute to anthropological discussions on gender, kinship, and social 

transformation in Central Asia (specifically Kazakhstan) by examining how women actively 

reinterpret and reshape the meaning of kelinhood in contemporary Kazakhstan. 
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Maxi Kanov (University of Vienna), Cities of Flow. How the distribution of water shapes 

Madrid and Barcelona and how different activist voices, like the Social Movement for Water 

Justice, respond to it 

In the current state of a global water crisis, I want to engage with social movements that are 

concerned with water justice. My research interest is to find out how activists in the two 

biggest and most populated Spanish cities – namely Madrid and Barcelona – frame their 

political work regarding a more equal access to water. The theoretical base will be composed 

of hydro-social anthropology and political ecology. Applying a decolonial lens allows me to 

examine how the sets of practices connect local struggles to the coloniality of water. 

My preliminary research questions are: How are matters of water inequality addressed by 

activist voices in Madrid and Barcelona? What strategies does the Social Movement for Water 

Justice use in the fight for a more equal distribution of resources like water? What other issues 

coincide with water poverty and how are these issues being treated by grassroot organisation 

like neighbourhood community centres? As I have already conducted some fieldwork in 

Madrid during April 2026, I decided to keep my research more open and think the access to 

water together with the broader access to resources like energy. Thus, I am able to react to 

my field and focus more on the issues that seem to have more relevance for my research 

participants in Madrid, Barcelona and beyond. 

 

Marianna Gracz (AMU) Embodied Border-Crossing: Language, Body, and the Experience of 

Cultural In-Betweenness among (Iranian) Migrants in Ljubljana 

This thesis investigates how cultural borders are experienced not only as social or cognitive 

categories, but as embodied, linguistic, and affective realities. Focusing on migrants and 

mobile residents in Ljubljana, with particular attention to Iranian migrants and people of 

Iranian background (if the field allows), the project examines everyday negotiations of 

belonging, alienation, and cultural in-betweenness. Drawing on anthropology of embodiment, 

phenomenology, linguistic anthropology, and transnational migration studies, it approaches 

the body as a site where difference is sensed, performed, disciplined, and remembered. The 

research asks how migrants inhabit cultural boundaries through voice, accent, silence, 

gesture, posture, shame, fatigue, and moments of comfort or estrangement. 

Methodologically, the study adopts a micro-ethnographic design based on semi-structured 

interviews, participant observation, narrative analysis, fieldnotes, and reflexive positionality. 

It may also incorporate creative participatory methods, including language portraits, body 

mapping, sensory diaries, walking ethnography, and participant-generated photography, to 

capture experiences that are difficult to articulate verbally. Besides the regular written thesis, 

the outcomes will be presented in the form of audiovisual essay. By situating Ljubljana as a 

smaller European capital located between Central Europe and the Balkans, the thesis 

contributes to migration anthropology by foregrounding subtle, everyday forms of boundary-

making and the embodied textures of intercultural life. 
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Yasemin Gültekin (AMU), The Ethnography of a Coffeehouse: from the Ottoman Empire to 

contemporary Turkey 

This thesis explores the contemporary meanings of coffeehouse culture in Turkey through an 

ethnographic perspective informed by the eighteenth-century observations of a Polish Jesuit 

and traveller Jan Tadeusz Krusiński. Historically, Ottoman coffeehouses functioned as 

important social spaces where coffee consumption, conversation, and communal interaction 

shaped everyday urban life. In contemporary Turkey, coffeehouses continue to occupy a 

significant place within daily routines, yet the meanings attached to these spaces and practices 

remain understudied. 

Based on participant observation and semi-structured interviews conducted with coffeehouse 

customers and their families in the city of Bursa, this study investigates why people continue 

to go to and socialise in coffeehouses.. Rather than approaching coffeehouse culture solely as 

a preserved tradition, this thesis examines the views of regular users and their families on the 

practice. . Traditionally a male space, the coffeehouse remains a place where men can unwind 

and catch up with their friends. My project asks whether this is merely a habit or a leisure 

activity, or whether it might have more social value and meaning, for example in terms of how 

it defines masculinity, social belonging and identity. As well as describing this place and the 

motivations of its users, I will consider whether this leisure activity is questioned today, 

especially by the wives and partners of the coffeehouses’ guests. My project argues that 

contemporary coffeehouses are social environments in which cultural continuity, everyday 

sociability, collective identities and gender roles are negotiated. By linking historical accounts 

with modern ethnographic experiences, this study makes a valuable contribution to 

anthropological discussions on everyday life, tradition, and the cultural significance of public 

social spaces in Turkey. 

 

Alessandro Machí (University of Bern), Golden Fruits – On Commodification: The Economic 

and Cultural life of Tomatoes 

You are what you eat. This saying is most often understood through biology, implying that the 

food one consumes affects one’s physical (and mental) state of being. However, it can also be 

thought about through philosophy. Our choices – what food lands on our table – are culturally, 

economically and politically determined. As such, the local cuisine is something that tourists 

tend to explore, when visiting new places. In the social life of things, Appadurai argues that 

human exchange and cultural practices influence a commodity’s value, rather than economic 

practices of supply and demand. Furthermore, Appadurai understands commodity as being a 

phase of an item’s life. Food we find in settings like supermarkets are highly commodified 

items – their seeds, plants and comestible products are highly standardized and sold. But as 

soon as they are in the consumer’s hands, their identity and significance changes. This 

polarization: highly commodified versus culturally significant, is what interests me. Putting the 

Food – especially tomatoes we consume at the centre; I want to explore how cultural and 
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political practices influence the commodification of food (tomatoes). How do social norms and 

politics influence what is grown and how it’s marketed and used? During its life, food 

undergoes different transformations. From crop, to cargo, to product to gift, it drifts in and 

out of commodification. Focusing on tomatoes, I will map these transformations and research 

what social and political dynamics influence their value and social life. 

 

Karoline Kleist (UAB) Palabras, Poesía, Pertenencia: Listening to Identity, Community and 

Resistance among Migrant Poetry Nights in Barcelona 

Every Tuesday at the Bodegón Club in Barcelona people of different countries and cultural 

backgrounds come together for a night of poetry. The aim of this study is to make these 

migrant voice become audible and draw a rich ethnographic portrait of the deeper meaning 

these events have for their participants. Focusing on the modalities and techniques of 

performing, as well as the practice of active listening, it will be explored how lyric expression 

is used to reframe home and belonging. In this Third Space, in which diverse identities are 

articulated, acknowledged and negotiated, the poets not only make sense of their own 

migrant identity but also create a new collective one that is held together by strong 

community ties. Sentiments undeniably play a crucial role in this process. It is the act of sharing 

deeply personal, yet collective experiences, that ultimately also becomes an act of everyday 

resistance challenging hegemonic discourses by counter-storytelling. Finally, I am hoping my 

study illuminates poetry as a powerful tool for resistance, identity and community 

construction in the context of migration and draws attention to the potential of artistic 

expression as a valuable source for anthropological research. 

 

Manca Vertačnik (University of Ljubljana), Between Migration and Artistic Labor: A Study of 

Contemporary Visual Artists from the Former Yugoslav Countries in Vienna 

In my master’s thesis, I explore the lives, creative practices, and social connections of visual 

artists from the former Yugoslav countries who live and work in Vienna. Given the findings 

that, both in Slovenia and in other former Yugoslav countries, the position of cultural workers 

is largely shaped by precarious working conditions, the economic and professional aspects of 

artists’ lives in Vienna are central to my research. Within this framework, I will also seek to 

examine the widespread belief that migration to cultural hubs such as Vienna is a prerequisite 

for the success of cultural workers. The primary research methods will be unstructured and 

semi-structured interviews. 

The American musical icon Nina Simone once said: “How can you be an artist and not reflect 

the times?” From an anthropological perspective, this suggests that art is not an isolated 

aesthetic activity, but rather a socially and politically embedded practice. At the same time, it 

is important to recognize the diversity within this community and to engage with its internal 

differences and controversies. Like many other fields, the art world is marked by polarization, 

tensions, and power dynamics. As an anthropologist, I will therefore strive to remain as 
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neutral and objective as possible, while acknowledging that complete neutrality is ultimately 

unattainable. 

 

Tea Mandić (University of Lubjana), Cinematheque as post-museum: how film museum 

transcend the boundaries of modernist museum 

This research examines cinematheques as examples of the post-museum within the 

theoretical framework of critical museology and visual culture. Drawing on Eilean Hooper-

Greenhill’s concept of the post-museum, it is shown how cinematheques transcend the 

traditional museum model based on hierarchy, object-centeredness, and singular historical 

narratives. The study focuses on the Slovenian Cinematheque in Ljubljana and the Austrian 

Film Museum in Vienna as institutions that, through their archival, curatorial, and educational 

practices, create space for marginalized and forgotten cinematic voices. 

From an anthropological perspective, the cinematheque is approached as a social space in 

which collective film viewing produces specific forms of sociality, identity, and cultural 

participation. Particular attention is given to the relationship between visuality, power, and 

the politics of the gaze, as well as to the ways cinematheques resist the contemporary 

spectacle-driven consumption of film by encouraging slow, contextualized, and multisensory 

spectatorship. The research combines ethnographic and autoethnographic methods, 

including participant observation and semi-structured interviews with regular visitors. 

The thesis argues that cinematheques function as post-ocularcentric film museums that 

challenge dominant visual regimes through collective viewing practices, contextual 

interpretation, and openness to multiple perspectives. In a polarized contemporary world 

shaped by ideological fragmentation and algorithmic media, cinematheques emerge as spaces 

of critical engagement that foster ambiguity, dialogue, and coexistence rather than passive 

consumption of visual culture. 

 

Luolan Wang (AMU), Reimagined Myth as a Prismatic Mirror: How Fantasy Animation 

Renegade Immortal Enables Third-Tier City Chinese Gen Z to Recognize and Renegotiate 

Subjectivity in Post-Socialist China 

In post-socialist China, Gen Z in third-tier cities inhabit a difficult position, caught between 

modernization’s promises and a crushing social Darwinist reality. While scholarship has 

mapped youth subjectivity in digital spheres, the role of Fantasy animation as a symbolic site 

for identity struggle remains under-examined. 

This study explores how the animation Renegade Immortal (Xian Ni) enables these young 

people to recognize and renegotiate their subjectivity. Moving beyond technical production, 

the research focuses on content-based media studies, examining how the animation’s 

narrative structure, cinematic language, and storytelling serve as a ‘prismatic mirror’ for 
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identity negotiation. Drawing on Lacan’s mirror stage, the study shows how the animated 

story provides a symbolic space for confronting social alienation. 

The study proposes a four-dimensional model of this renegotiation process: affective 

mirroring and mis/recognition, intergenerational imagination and symbolic rooting, 

existential reframing, and resistive fantasy and negotiated empowerment. 

Methodologically, the study employs qualitative content analysis focusing on narrative 

structure and visual representation, supplemented by semi-structured interviews and 

autoethnographic reflection. 

Keywords: Chinese Fantasy animation; Chinese Gen Z; Content analysis; Lacanian mirror stage; 

Narrative strategy; Subjectivity renegotiation 

 

 


